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• What is Alzheimer’s disease?

• Where does it get diagnosed?

• When does it get treated?

• How is research making a difference?
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What is Alzheimer’s disease?

Alzheimer’s Association (www.alz.org)



What is Alzheimer’s disease?

Disorder of 

Memory and 

Thinking

Characterized by 

Brain Pathology

Affects Most 

Dementia Patients

85%

Kapasi et al. (2017) Acta Neuropath



What is Alzheimer’s disease?

Hallmark Brain Changes



Where does it get diagnosed?



Where does it get diagnosed?

Alzheimer’s Association (www.alz.org)



Where does it get diagnosed?

Primary Care

Specialty Care

Neurology, Psychiatry

Family Medicine
Geriatrics

Cognitive Testing

Neuroimaging
(PET, MRI)

Biofluid Analysis
(CSF, Blood)



When does it get treated?



When does it get treated?
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When does it get treated?

Treatment Options

Medication
Symptom Management,

Disease Modifying

Non-Medication
Lifestyle, 

Brain Stimulation, 

Brain Training
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Disease Modifying
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How is research making a difference?
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Description automatically generated

Early Detection Mild Cognitive Impairment

We have studies focused on….

Non-Medication Treatments
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Imaging, Aging, and 

Memory Study

Preclinical

MCI 
Mild Cognitive Impairment

Dementia

Goal: Develop MRI biomarkers for early detection 

and prediction of cognitive decline
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✓ Safe

✓ Feasible

✓ Acceptable

✓ Tolerable

**

MCI due to 

Alzheimer’s disease

Electromagnetic 

Field

Magnetic 

Coil

✓ Improved Cognition
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Does adding brain 

games enhance the 

benefits?

MCI and any history of 

Depression

MCI due to 

Alzheimer’s disease

What’s the right dose of 

stimulation to improve 

symptoms?



Participants receive alerts 

about MCI research 

opportunities.

Inform

PREPARE connects 

investigators with MCI 

participants. 

Connect

HOW IT WORKS

843-608-1674prepare@musc.edu https://www.bridge-lab.org/prepare

A registry for non-medication research studies 

for Mild Cognitive Impairment (MCI)

SCAN FO R 
MO R E INFO

MCI participants join 

PREPARE by providing 

their information.

Enroll
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